[Endemic occurrence of lyme disease in the forested areas of the Piła district].
Lyme disease (L.D.) caused by Borrelia burgdorferi and spread by Ixodes ticks arouses great interest with more and more clinicians and other scientists. It may be very difficult to diagnose a disease as L.D. because of its various clinical symptoms expressions. This is why it is often called "the great imitator". There are three phases in the natural history of the disease. Diagnostic problems come from the fact that early phases are often lacking. The disease may begin with any symptom of any stage. In our paper we present the endemicity of Lyme disease among a group of 28 people who spent their summer holidays on a forest camp near Piła (in the north-western part of Poland) in July 1991. We diagnosed 15 of them as having early stages of L.D.